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MY itiiiKl is frequently brought into a very low 
and trying situation, on occasions like the present* 
Avhen I so far yield to impressions of duty, as thus 
to request the company of my friends, and those 
who n^ay he inclined to sit with us, who are not of 
our religious eommunity. And the awfulness of 
the undertaking [ believe wuuld sometimes over- 
whelm me, was it not for the strong consolation, 
that I can appeal to the Searcher of hearts, that 
however I may be mistaken, I have no motive In 
Bucii a movement hut the discharge of what feels 
to me to be a duty. 

I can truly say, I covet nu man's silver or goW; 
I covet no man's applause; and I am brought 
into a state of mind very far from that of having 
any high notions uf my own attainments. I am 
sensible that I have nothing at my command, and 
am so far from having any thing to spare unto 
others, that 1 am olten led to beg for a bit of spi- 
ritual bread for my own support. 

And when brought under exercise and travail 
of soul in my silent sitting, I havt^ been many 
times constrained to stand up in meeting, witliout 
any prospect of what 1 might be led to express 
therein. 

1 know not for what cause or on whose aceount 
I am thus constrained in this meeting to unfold my 
exercise and feelings, which 1 would rather have 
mcealed, bad it been consialairt mXXx la^s ijt»s.t- 



I taa desirous thnt we may all experience some 

benefit by tliua meeting togetber, under the so- 
lemn pretence of worshipping God. 

However we may differ, my dear friends* one 
from another* in many points of Christian doc- 
trine—however we may differ in our appreben- 
sions of what is required at our hatids>— there are 
points in which wc must all agree. 

We all belicTe, I trust, that tbere is One only 
true God. the holy object of the adoration of angels 
and arcb-angela. We doubtless believe this, or 
we should never thus meet under the solemn pre- 
tence of worshipping Him who made Heaven and 
earth, the sea and the fountains of waters. And 
I wish that it may be our concern this evening, to 
gather home unto our own proper business ; that 
we 'may be enabled to bow in reverence at the 
firatstool of majesty, mercy and grace, and through 
divine assistance, to olfrr unto the Lord nur God 
an acceptable evening sacrifice, the sacrifice of a 
broken heart. A broken heart and a contrite spi- 
rit, the Almighty never did and never will reject: 
and let our pretensions to religion be what they 
may, however rcctifiL'd our notions may be — what- 
orer may be our learning or attainments, wc can 
never acceptably draw near to, and worship the 
Father of spirits, in spirit and in truth, hut as our 
hearts arc brought into this humble situation. Wc 
may sit down in a state of silence, divested of all 
the forms and ceremonies of religion, or wo mi^ 
£>e in the exercise of the forma and ccrciw 
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thst abound among many ; yet tny dear fnendd^ 
the doctrine of our blessed Lord and Saviour unto 
the woman of Samaria, at Jacob's well, remains 
to be the unchangeable doctrine concerning true 
worship: ''Our fathers," said she, ''worshipped 
in this mountain ; and ye say, that in Jeniaalem 
is the place where men ought to worship." " Wo- 
man," said he, " believe me, the hour cometbr 
'When ye shall neither in this moitntain, nor yet at 
Jerusalem, worship the Father:" (by which I un- 
derstati'l, "neither" exclusively "atthismouri' 
taiut noi yet at Jerusalem.") " Ye worship," 
said he. ■« ye know not what :" " God is a spiritj 
and they that worship him, must worship him in 
Bpirit snri in Iruth : for the Father seeketh such 
to worship him." And without we are brought 
under the. influence, the heart-melting power of 
Christ Jesus our Lord inwardly revealed, whe- 
ther we are in the practice of a round of religious 
ceremonies, or whether we sit down in eilRnce, 
after the manner of the society of which I am a 
member, all will avail us nothing, without we are 
thus brouj^ht into a qualified state, to draw ueat 
and " worship in spirit and in truth." And it 
would be a very profitable engagement lor you 
and for me. whca we arc thus met for the solemn 
purpose of worshipping the AJmighty, to be fre- 
quently engaged in the examination uf the state 
and condition of our minds, and see by the light 
itSitrded us, how far we are brought into a capa> 
to discharge the solemn dat^. It '«''^\i«. >iW&t- 



Htat 



ly Tain Rir ub to he regular and frequeni in 
tendance of jilaces ap)ioiiite<l for religious wnrahip, 
if we find no better employment wlicn tlitis met, 
than having our attention fixed on man whose 
*' fai'cath is in his noatrils." If we are depending 
on these inferior sources of help, we arc not likely 
to get into a qualified state to ifraw near and wor- 
ship the Father of spirits, in spirit and in truth. 

1 long that otir understand in j|;s may be more 
and more opened, to see into the spirituality of 
the Gospel dispensation— to sec that all the rites 
and ceremonies of the legal dispensation ape abro- 
gated and done away, by the coming and in the 
offering of Christ Jesus our Lord; in whom, and 
in whose dispensation^ (blessed forever be tbe 
name of the Lord,) we are true believers. How- 
ever we may be represented, -or rather misrepre- 
sented, by many in the present day, I am bold to 
declare in this meeting, we are true believers, as 
a religious society, in the dispensation ushered in 
by the coming of our Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ. ,\Ve believe, my endeared friends, in all 
the various dispensations of the Almighty to bis 
creature man. from the day of Adam's transgres- 
sion to the ojiening of the Gospel day. — We be- 
lieve, that we are living under the dispensation* 
which the Almighty promised by the mouth of his 
holy Prophet, when he was pleased to declare 
**Behnld the days come, that I will make a 
covenant with the house of Israel, and 

' of Jodafi : not according to the covi 
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ttiat I made witli their fathoi-s, in the daj' that I 
tnok them by the liatiii to bring them out of the 
land of Egypt : but this shall be the eiivcnant 
Ihat 1 will make with the house of Israel; afCci' 
those days, 1 will put my law in theii- inward 
parts, and write it in their hearts; and will he 
their God, and they shall be my people. And they 
shall teach no more every man his neighbour, and 
every man his brotlier, saying, know the Lord : 
for they shall all know me, fn>ni the least of them 
unto the greatest of them." I believe we are liv- 
ing under this dispensation, prophesied of mure 
than two thousand years ago : when the Almighty 
declared, he would "put his spirit in the inward 
parts, and write his law upon the hearts of men." 
And from our belief in the inwardly revealed 
power and law of God in the mind and soul of 
man, wc as a religious auciety, have withdrawn 
from the observance of those things, that many of 
our Christian brethren and sisters of other socie- 
ties believe it their duty to perform. On this 
ground it is that we have withdrawn from these 
fixings, and ait down in reverent silence, to wait 
upon the God of our fathers; believing, that what 
is to be known of God, is made manifest within ; 
and that in the mercy and goodness of a gracious 
God, we are all favoured with a portion of his 
grace — a portion of the illuminating principle of 
divine light, which John declared << enlighteneth 
every man that cumeth into the world." You may 
1 this at your leisure, m ttvt SvtaX (^■8\X«i's A 



wbiit i> mallei] the Gospel of John ; where be tells 

ua, tliat, "in the beginning w»s the Word, and 
tho Word was with God, and the word was God :" 
"in Him was lifr, and the life was the light of 
men;" and "ttiat was tfie true light, which light- 
Vcth every man that cnmelh into the world." 
And we are true believers in this light, however 
any of the meiuberfi of our society, or any under 
our name may depart from the principles that wo 
are prnfessing, and run into follies which this light 
would preserve us from : this my dear friends ia 
no argument against tlie principles we are pro* 
fessing; for profession is one thing, and possession 
is another. " Not every one that saith unto mc. 
Lord ! Lord ! shall enler the Kingdom of Hea- 
ven ; but he that iloeth the will of my Father 
which is in Heaven." Wo may profess very sound 
principles, and yet our lives and conversation may 
be giving our profession the lie. 

It is the case with many in our society, and I 
bear my testimony without fear of man, and I am 
sure without fear of con trad ictinn, that the conduct 
of many of our members, gives their profeasioa 
the lie : and I know from experience, that thej 
are stumbling blocks in the way of aerious inqui- 
rors C but the principles remain unshaken : '* Ho 
was the true light, that lighteth every man that 
coucth into the world." And 1 have no doubt at 
alliin ray mind, that if we were living in obedience 
to the Life of Christ Jesus, inwardly revealed iu 
oar JtedTla, let uiu' uaioe and pcofeasiun torulieioii 




Wwhat tiiey may, we should be all safely con- 
ducted through the trials of time, nnd landed in a 
happy etertiity> without distinction as to name or 
sect. 

This is the situation the Almighty in his wis- 
dom has been pleased to place us in. He hath 
placed his spirit in our inward parts, and he hath 
written his law on the fleshly tables of our hearts, 
and this law is perfect. «' The law of the Lord is 
perfect," says the Psalmist, " converting the 
soul." " The testimony of the Lord is sure, ma- 
Ung wise t!ie simple." He could not have alluded 
to the outwardly written l^.w of Moses : for we arc 
expressly told by an experienced Apostle, in the 
purest age of the Christian Church, that "the 
law made nothing perfect, but the bringing in a 
better hope did ;" which hope we have in and 
through Christ Jesus our Lord. It is the law of 
the spirit of life, in Christ Jesus, inwardly reveal- 
ed for our redemption, for our deliverance from 
the bondage of our' corruption, for our saninifica- 
tion, for our preparation and admission into the 
Kingdom of God. We may remember how the 
great Apostle declares: that "this )rw of the 
spirit of life in Christ Jesus, bad set him free from 
the law of sin and death." And what do we want 
to be freed from in the present probationary state, 
but the law of sin and death ? There is no higher 
experience we can attain to in the present life, 
than tbts: thereby being brouglit into a state, 
^eiu we can enjoy eommvinvon'«\X\vfti»^»Sft»'"s 



rf Bpirita, anil be enabled to woBship hfnl ili'iifAM 
ami' in truth. 

There are many, I believe — peradvcnturc there 
ma; be Home in thin meeting, not of the name reli- 
giuus proresaion as myself, wbn bare canilogr 
enough to make the acknowledgment, thnt they 
have oflen been sensible ot the convictions of di- 
vine grace — -uf tho opt'ration of the inwai-dly re- 
vealed law of Ooil written in their Iirartsi and 
that they have done violence unto these, and cast 
the pure anil righteous law of Gnd behind their 
backs. And ttiere may be some who have been 
80 often vifiiteil, and have so often resisted, that 

I' they have at length been tempted to esteem the 

^lODil of the covennni: an unholy thing. I am 
Hare nf Ibis from the intercourse 1 Imve bad witll 
hankind, and from Ibe knowledge I Imvi- of the 
■Bntiments anil experirnce of many who are not 
|mder our name : for ir matters not with me what 
name any go by, I uan rejoice in meeting with 
those wli'iKJnrerely love our Lord ami ^nvi'tiir Je* 
Rua Oii'iHt, fel ihi-in be of what rplK<<»"* persua- 
sion (liey may. — Those who arc simerely srtking 
an everlasting rest, I can cordially bid God speed 

»wberever I find ihem. 
r>The Church of Christ, the true and mystical 
bburcb, of which Christ Jesus is the bead, JB I 
believe, eumpiMed of living members, ticattcrcd 
up and down among all the famihes of lite earth. 
I have no idea, neither have wc as a religious 
Boclety, (/lat we arc Ibe only Vtuc CUuveh, that 
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we are the peculinr peopU of God : — no, blessed 
forever be his name, we have not so leaiiied 
Christ. Those who have yielded obedienoe to 
the law of God written in tbc heart; who have 
been melted down as it were under the operation 
of his power; who have been bioken otTfrom tlie 
wild olive tree, and ingrafted into Christ, who 
remains to be tbe true and living vine, Ibe living 
head of his own Church; those who Imve been 
washed in the laver of regeneration, been born 
again from above ; those, and those only, are mem:- 
Lcrs of the true Church, wherever their !ot is cast. 
We may be bowing down to outward things, to 
outward ordinances, to outward washings; we 
may he sprinkled in infancy; we may have prom- 
ised for us, «<to renounce the devil and all hiii 
works, the pomps and vanities of the wicked 
world, and all the sinful desires of the flesh; to 
Jieep God's holy word and commandments, and 
to walk in the same all the days uf our lives; and 
that we shall believe all the articles of the Chris- 
tian faith." I mean nothing reproachful to any re- 
ligious society, the Searcher of hearts knows my 
inuoceney; — but you know this is often promised 
Ibr thousands and tens of thousands in the land of 
my nativity, and fur many in this land ; and even 
in this enlightened age of (he world, there are ma- 
ny who are found, I was going to say, daring and 
pTtsuviptuons enough to promise this fur their chil- 
dren, when without breach of charity, it must he 
acknowledged that in vawyj ms\,a.i\tt* \X\t"j Xcsn*! 
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not nttained to that experience ihem$elves. We 
may be Hprinklcd in infancy — we may be immer- 
sed in water in advanced years — and this may be 
repeated a tliausand times over; and it is very 
possible, (experience tiatli taught us — we cannot 
close our eyes or take leave of our senses — we 
muBt be convinced,) tliat many of those who have 
paased through tliese outward observations, are 
as great strangers to the life of God in the sout— 
that life which is hid with Christ in God, as many 
are, who make no profession at all. My dear 
friends, rrligion is an inward work. AV'e maybe 
washed again and again; and it is possible, in- 
deed I have known instances, where pci-sons have 
proved rank in6dele after all this; and have de> 
nied the ellicaey of the power, and the drctnity 
of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ! 

And where is the foundation of these wlio are 
denying the divinity of our Lord ? I bear my leati- 
many in his name, that in the day when our found- 
ations will be deeply tried, those who are denying 
the divinity of our Lord and Saviour will have 
nothing to stand upon. 1 can have no person or per- 
eons in view in this meeting, for I have no reason 
to believe there is an individual within the audi- 
ence of my voice, who is denying or even doubting; 
Ilia divinity. This may nut be my business to stop' 
to inquire into; but, I bear my testimony, that it is 
the only ground of my hope for present and overlast- 
iiig acerptancc — even the mercy and goodness of 



Ood, revcalcil in awd thmiigb Jesus Christ 
Lord; wlioni I believe to be the prutuiing cause 
of all uur acci'ptance, fi'imi tlie day of Adam's 
transgi-es.fion, wlieii our great and Alinigttty Cre- 
«tor was pli-ascd to promiae, that the •• seed of tlie 
woman should bruise the serpent's licad ;" that 
there has been no other means for out- aeceptaiice 
from that day to tlie presrnt moment, than by 
and through the nfft-ring of Christ Jesus, who in 
the l'ulni'99 of time, cnme and suffered for us. 

There may be those present who arc ready to 
say, and I think I hear the iniiuiry in the intel> 
lectual ear of my soul. How eonld those be bene- 
iitted by tlie offering of Christ Jesus, who lived 
before he made his appearance anmrng men ? My 
(Viends, all who were saved prior to our Lord's 
appearance among men. were as effectually saved 
upon the ci^dit of that otTeringi which in the ful- 
nessoftime was made for iis, as we are, who have 
lived since that awful period, when he offered him- 
self lip, williout the gates of Jerusalem, a holy 
propitiafor-y sacrifice for onp " sins, and for the 
Bins of (he whole world." " I would not that you 
Bhuuldbe ignorant," was the testimony of an Apos- 
tle of Clirist Joflus, a man of great experience, 
and who had the power of working miracles to 
confirm the doctrine be preached; "Brethren," 
said he, "I would not that ye should be ignorant, 
how that all our fathers were under the cloud, 
Knd all passed through the sea ; and were all baij- 
tized nnfo Moses, in the clovii smArn ^tat-jL*, wA- 



I till «Bt the flBme spiritual in««t. and f)]d all 
ik rlif Haine opiriltial drink ; Utr iliej' drank of 
: npiritual nick ILat ToUowed them, and that 
I'lQck wan CbHsl." 

1 Ijuve no wish tn nmuBc this asspinblf > even bad 
I tlip talcTit so tu tin. I lis)d not prrviouBlj' ttiouKlit 
npoii any (if thuse nubjects in this meelinf;. nor 
had 1 any appruhensinn when I atwHl u|H)n my 
feet, (liati sliuulil express anj' tiling of tliia natui-e. 
We littve rnor*" exalted views of the ministry of 
the gnspri a( Clirist Jesus, than to eonsidcr it tb« 
piwluct (if study or of inait's wisdom. And al- 
tbuiigh we are constrained sometimfs tn stand Up 
in the exercise of the small de;;rec of faith re- 
ceived, it is only as these thinKs are unfoldeil unto 
us, that we endeavour in simplicity and Godly 
■incerity, to cnmniunicate them. Thit* is aid /a- 
thiamil preaching. Wc have nu account that In 
the primitive Church the Apostles were trained 
np as lit Oxford or Cambridgei or in any aueli 
seminiiries as abound in the day in which we lir«, 
where men are instructeil in the art of iireaching! 
My frienils, there in a great diflercnce between 
the nrt of prraching, and the cxen^ise of a living 
t the ministry of the Go«pel of Christ. 
. this Is old fruhiaiud preaching! W^ 
lember how ibe Apmtlc speaks of his 
' A wecrKsity." said he, " is laid u|mii' 
ia unlii me if I preach not thr GtMpcl.'* 
not amonK them with exerlK-ncjr pfl|(: 
ush or of man's wiadoni. BJa object 




, tn amuse and gratify itcliing ears, nop to seek the 
applause and popuiarit}' of the world. No; " I 
Tvas with yiiu," said he to one of the Churches, 
"in weakness and in ftar, and in much trem- 
hling ; and my spirecli, and my preaching, was 
not with enticing words of man's wisdom, hut iu 
demonstration of the spirit and of power." 

I have no desire to cast reflections on any reli- 
gious society. I only drop these tilings in Chris- 
tian simplicity, fur the relief of my own mind, as 
they have altogelher unsought opened to my view 
while I have been standing on my feet. I wish 
we may al! turn our attention to the inward con- 
victions of God's holy spirit, that we may find wo 
have an instructor at home, one of a thousand^ 
that can never be removed into a corner. I liave 
no i]oiibt but thrrn are many minds in this meet* 
ing, who would candidly acknowledge that they 
have oftpn felt the inward conviction of God's 
holy spirit, and have heen sensible that they are 
living in the day B|)oken of by the prophet, when 
the •' spirit aliould be placed in the inward parts* 
and the law of God written in the heart," and havjB 
been ready at times to close in with the convictions 
which tliey have felt, and to follow the law writ- 
ten in their hearts ; and are alm'ist constrained to 
say : 1 delight in the law of God after the in wanl 
man. Wo may rrmcmher what the Apostle said* 
when hedescribed the state /ie had passed through: 
*< I delight in the law of God after the inward 
man;" "hut, I sec," saiA he, " a-asiOftft'E V'a^ \»- 



my members warring against tiie latv oF my mindi 
and bringing me into captivity to the taw of s 
wLicli is in my members i so that when I would 
do guod, evil is present witli me j and the good 
that I wiiultl, I do not ; but the evil which 1 would 
not, that do 1." There are many thus wrought 
uiHin, who arc convinced in their minds of the con- 
Irarj workings of the spirit of God, and the spirit 
of fallen nature ; but fur want of abiding under 
the impressions thoy are favoured with — for want 
of living under a sense of tlic counteracting power 
uf the spirit iif Chiiiit in their hearts, their atten- 
tiun is divei'tcd from the great and important 
business of salvation. There are many who are 
brought thus far, who have never exclaimed with 
the ApoHtIc, (wf may remember what is subjoined 
to tbzt u'liiiih I- have alrcndy inuntii>n«d| wliora 
he says :) " wretched man that I am, who shall 
deliver me from the body of this death !" tlerci 
my dear friends, is a situation into whicli all must 
be hrnught sooner nr later : to cry out under the 
bondage of their corruption : ** O wretched man 
that 1 am. wlio Hliall di-liver me from the body of 
UiiB death !" The Apnslle found a deliverer, and 
we also may find a di-liverer, ifthe fault be notour 
own. And if I remember right, in the very next 
chapter he declares, "there is therefore now nu 
uondemnation to them which are in Chriil Jesuo, 
who walk not uftrr the flesh but Hflee (he npirit. 
For the taw of the s)iirit of life in Christ Jmua, 
Iiaib itiaila me free from the law ut am tinii doLtlu** 



Here waa the experience it wrought in tlie A] 
tie, anil ihis is itie necessary ex|]crience that must 
be wrought in every inilivitlual. It wan the great 
object and design o( the Gaming »( Jesu» Christ, 
tUat he should " put an end to sin and finish trans- 
gression," and in tlie room thereof estahlish evan- 
gelical righteousness. " For this purpose," saiil 
the Aiioetle, " was the Son of God made manifest, 
that he might destroy the works of the devil." 
And where are they to he destroyed, but in the 
hearts of fallen men? The heart of man, hy na- 
ture, is as a <>eage of unclean birds;" and the 
first operation of the spirit of Christ, is to '■ re- 
prove the world of sin ;" and the longer I live^ 
and the mure I consider the dispensationB of oner- 
ving Providence, and the more I become acquaint- 
ed with mankind, the more I am convinced hy ex- 
perience, that this is the first work ; the first ope- 
ration of the spirit of God upon the mind and soul 
or man : it convinces us of sin, and raises in our 
souls aery for deliverance: »' A Saviour, or 1 die; 
a Redeemer, or I perish forever." 

Here is the language of an awateneil mind T 
here is a thirst for a better state than that which 
we have yet attained unto^ And there is no athec 
source of consolation, there is no other refuge but 
Christ Jesus our Lord, in whom dwelt all the ful-- 
ness of tlie God-head bodily. 1 remember, unex- 
pectedly, while I am thus esprcssing m.iself. how 
our bl.ssed Lord stood up in the •» last day,, that 
it day of the feast," and cried : " If any mam 



nust 1 



IjWHt 






w~~- — 

^^■■tl'st. lot Ilim come unto me ami drink." 

^^^Vno nf lier WRy iiiito God, no otiier Noiii-ce of m»> 

^^Hll&lion, no other Toiindation can any man laj: 

•^Otlici' fiiundaliiin," naiil (he AjioBtle, "can nv 

mail lay, thnii (hat which is already laid." For 

tbere is iin other name, no othpr power undrr lira* 

Im given am<>n^ men, \Thereby we eao be Raved 
km oursinN in the present liTe, and Tmrn ttie j^uilt 
U puninfimcnt due unto thrm in the wtrld that 
't'l come, but in and through Christ Jesua oar 
n-d ! '• who hein.^ in tbe form of God, thuugbt it 
it robbery to be p<[ual wltli God : but ma<te btm- 
self of no reputation, and took upon him the form 
uf a servant, and was made in (he Itkenrss of m«B ; 
[nd being found in fashion as a man j he humbled 
biscif snd became obedient unto death, even the 
iatlnif the cross. AVherefore God also hath higfalj 
baited ilim, and given >iim a name which is abuve 
Irery nunie ; that at (lie name uf Jesus every knfi« 
Bould bow, of things in Heaven and things hi 
rth. and tltingx under Ibe earth ; ami that cvCTy 
Igue should ronfcns. (hat Jenus Christ is hw4f 

r fiWy of Gild Ihe Father." 

These, my dear friends, were the doetrinM of 

I firimitlvr be)ic>vci-<i and ministers uf Chrfil 

a our Lord. And however any in our day 

(ay depart from these priiiciplpt, and be launcb- 

g out, M ii wer« into (he uoraii of sfieculatiMi, 

log more tail thiiii ballail ; in the day »f at- 

1 and adversity, when the winds may blow 

4 tempcats b«al, the roundalluMS of all tbwtj 



culative people, who are denying or doubting the 
divinity of our Lord anil Saviour, will be deeply 
tried. When the winds of adversity overtake 
theaef without divine interposition, ur some mira- 
cle be wrought in tiicir behalf, they will be upset, 
and down they will go ; and the places that knew 
them in religious society, will know them no more. 

I speak witU a miud elotbed with awful sulem- 
nity ! I know not from outward knowledge, whe- 
ther there are individuals unto whom any of this 
is applieahle, in the present meeting; though I 
believe there are from inward feelings, and the 
exercise of my tried mind. But I am not ashamed 
to bear my testimony; and I trust while 1 have a 
tongue to speak, and strength to utter, and wliile - 
1 feci constrained to bear my testinmny to that 
"foundation which God hath laid and not man," 
that nothing will ever defer me from delivering 
my soul where my lot is cast. 

1 am far from home, and from all my tender con- 
nexions in life. 1 left these under what I believe 
to be the eonstrainiiig influence of the love of the 
Gospel of Christ Jesus ; not with any view to re- 
ward fi'om man, cither in money or i/i applause; 
but that I might feel in »n awful day appi-uaching, 
that I was clear of the blood of all men. And liiiw- 
ever I may liave been mistaken in my views of 
what I apprehended was my religious duty, this 
is the ground on wliich I stand in this country. I 
stand here among you as a monument of the long 
ferbearance, the unbounded goodnesBj and adora- 
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Ke mercy nfx gracious God. I am here 
7011 as a brand pluckril out of Die buminft! I 
have iiDthing to boast of, but my manifold inflnni- 
; nor any thing to trust to but thr uniDerlted 

lercy and goodness of God, in and througli Jean 

hrist our Lord. And I long more than I have a 
eapacity orstrengtii to express, that all our miiMta 
may be bmuglit to a living aetguaintance vrith (he 
nercy and goodness of the Lord Almighty tin and 
through Christ JesuB. awakening in asadueseitaa 
of the blessings we are put in imascasionof ; atul 
that we are all the objects of the mercy and good- 
ness of (he Almighty) in and through the me«iM 
faa hath provided. 

1 wish tuim|M'fS9 on every mind, our beneTt thiC 
he lasted death for every man — that the Gospel 
of Christ Jesus Ls as free for all our acceptance at 
the air we breathe. We are all the childr-'n of 
one Almighty I'arcnt by creation; and we maf 
all be made his by adoption and rcnovaiion of 
heart. We shall have no eKcuxe to plead in lbs 
great and awful day thai la approaching. We ahaJl 
none of us be enabled to say. '• I bni-w nni thy will 
O G»d." No, my fririulw, G<mI hath aliewn lUi 
unl» us: "he hathahewu untu'hee, () malt, wkat 
ia giKu) ; and what dulb the Lord rcijuirc uf lhcni( 
but to dn justly, to love nercy, and to. walk kM^ 
bly with tby God." 

IIuw many aurrowful instancea do we see : 
0«r (i-llow erealurrs, in nuruwn bihI ulhrr reli- 
Cidu wclvlici, vbo li«i« nut been brw«5la^4fc9> 




first step in this great work, that o( doing justiee .' 
Ttit^re are many, (and I express it witLotit broach 
of charity, knowing nutliingof the situation of any 
in this meetitig,) who are making a pnifessionof 
religion, and are bd far from duin^ j't^tly, that 
they will neither pay their debts to Gi>d nor man. 
My endeared friends, we are deceiving our- 
selves, and our crying '< Lord ! Lord!" or joining 
iu empty professions, will du nothing for us in the 
awful day that is approaehing. Uaw near it is we 
know not. We know not that we may see (he light 
of anotiier morning ! Many of our dear frienda 
and acquaintanecB have heen summoned from time 
to eternity, at a very sliort notice ! We know not 
what a day, an hour, or even a moment may bring 
forth; and if we are summoned oS* the stage of 
this life in sn nnprcpari'd condition, whether you 
may be prepared to receive the doctrine or not, I 
am not only prepared to preach it, but constrained 
to express myself in terms that cannot be misun- 
derstood : if we are removed fr'im off the stage of 
thistifc, while under the bondage of corruption) not 
having experienced thatchangeoflieart I have been 
led to allude to, we shall have our portion '< with tho 
byiK)Crites and with tlie nations that forget God;" 
whom we arc told, " will be turned into hell, where 
the worm dieth not, and the fire is not quenched." 
Oht in that awful moment, when the pale messenger 
of mortality may make an inroad on our borders, 
with hia commission in one hand, and his dart to 
execute it in the other ; may yift \\i«i\\\»it ■w\\\v.- 



ferest in Christ Jesus, whom many are eallinp' th« 
manor Nazareth, the Carpenter's son, whose mo- 
Ihei's name was Mary, and whose brethren and 
^ sisters are with us. This is the reasnning of mitny 
' bi our day; "isnot this," say lliey, "the Ciirpeii- 
ter'a son, whose mother is called Mary, and wbuae 
brethren and sisters are with us?" But my en- 
deared fricuds, in the nwfut day that is apiintich- 
ing, to feel an interest in [lim wlio "died fur iia 
and rose again," will be of more avail to us tfaan 
ten thnusnnd worlds ! And, I entreat every mind 
in this meeting — those who are my brethren and 
sisters by iiroffssion — those who are my bretlircB 
and sinters by creation, you are all one to me; mj 
heart yearns in tenderness and brotherly lors 
towards every mind, even those who are at the 
ipvatesl distance from n state of refonoilMtian 
with (iod ; I feel thnt love iu my heart, that would 
willingly giilher the *• nuteasis of Israel" and (be 
••dispersed of Jiidah" together. 1 long that wa 
may all examine ourselves, and that the qiierf 
may run tbniugh every mtnd in this meeting, (H 
will not hurt the best of us,] «< Lord is it I i" and 
tr there be any individuals here, who hate beett 
doubting or denying the divinity of nur Lord and 
Saviour, I entreat Htieh, to arise and fire for their 
spiritual lives, and cry mightily unto God for par* 
I for their manifold sins and Iransgresiinnsf 
d especially for the m/in^ sin, of rejeeling lb« 
inly mean* Ooil hath provided Ibr their bappiae«a» 
 UawMid ia vtwailj. 




If wc are not washecl in the blood of Christ Je- 
sus, we are yet in our sins, and in a state of sepa- 
ratiuii fnim God. It is only thi>ae wh» are washed 
in Ills blood, who will be prepared to join the innu- 
memlile campany that John saw in the vision of 
life, that great luitltitude whieb no man could num- 
ber, 6lothed in white raiment ; concerning whom 
this inquiry was made : " What are these which 
are clothed in white raiment, and whence come 
they?" •< These are they which came out of great 
tribulation, and have washed their garments, and 
made them white in the blood of the Lamb. There- 
fore are they before the throne of God, and serve 
him day and night in bis temple : and he that sit- 
teth upon the throne shall dwell among them. 
They shall hunger no more ; neither thirst any 
more; neither shall the sun light on them, nor 
any heat; for the Lamb which is in the midst of 
the throne shall feed them, and shall lead them 
until living fountains of waters; and God shall 
wipe away all tears from their eyes." 

It feels to me as I draw towards a conclusion, as 
though there were minds in this meeting, not only 
of our religious community, but some who are not, 
who have largely partaken of the atUictions of 
the Gospel; who have been often brought into a 
low and trying situation, and have had many 
doubts and fears concerning their everlacflng 
well-being. Who have been ready to doubt of 
their ever being admitted into the kingdom of our 
and his Christ: and in momenta -it %Si\R.- 






tioM kave been reaily to say : *' I looli«d 

rig)>i listKl, and beheld, but tliprewaatxi iiiiin \Mt 
w«ul(l know me : refuge failed me ; no man cartd 
(vr in)' sniil." I think I hear while 1 nm thus ex-' 
pressing nivHetf, the language nf some tried nilndl 
ht this meeting, "my way is hid fmm the Lnrdf 
and my judgment is passed over fmni my God> 
Bast th'm n<>r known ? hast thou not heard, ibal 
the everlaating God, (ho Lurd, the Crealar oTtlM 
ends I'f the tarlh, fainteth not, neither m wpsryt 
there in no seaeching nf his undereiandin);. Ha 
givetli jHtwer l» the iHini, and to tliem that liavA 
no might, lie iwi-eiwi-lh strength." 

And I wish more than I can ennvev b> expre*> 
sion, that every tried minil, bowi-vc r r in- ititi9 tw- 
eed, n)a> labour after, and experience their mindl 
stayed upim O^id ; and this they will fiud to be tte 
only way anio true peace. 

It was (he teslinumy nf one fttrmerly: **OlM 
iIhiu preserve in perfect peace. wbiHie intoA 
lalajed u|ii>n thee, heeaune he iruMelh inlhr-r,*' 
fruit ye Iherrforr in the Litrd. in ihe Litrd (lir> 
ever: Kir in Ihe LonI Jeiuivah is evrrlasthif 
Htrengtit. Let their name tn religion be what It 
■M}. let (heir diKeourageinenlK and t-nnlivia hi 
I |ire«eiit life be what Ihey may, thivtr wbit thmB 
1 (lie natue nf Hie L»rd will never bi- cwi- 
■•far as the mountains are round aboot 
iruMtlrm. itn thr Lord in t«mnil nhiiut Hietn tbad 
r hint fruin liencefortti and fnroTer 
rtsif. 
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